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ABSTRACT 

 

Various initiatives have been taken by Bangladesh Government in line with the 2030 
Agenda. SDG Tracker- developed by Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics (BBS) is one of the 
most crucial of those as it is an integrated tool of development progress monitoring, data 
driven decision making and effective implementation of SDGs in Bangladesh. This 
Evaluation of SDG Tracker has been carried out in October 2019 to assess its 
effectiveness for better implementation of SDGs in Bangladesh. This Evaluation also 
attempts to focus on data availability in the Tracker against each global indicator along 
with extent of usage by the relevant users in decision making, planning and development. 
Besides, the contribution of SDG Tracker in enabling decision making through the use of 
Data Analytics and based on that how it is being ensured that no one is left behind has 
also been highlighted. At the same time, the capacity building, sensitization and 
awareness building of the Whole of Government and Whole of Society for the 
improvement of SGD Tracker is focused here. Overall, the extent of impact of SDG 
Tracker on development have been prioritized in this Evaluation. Finally, the sustainability 
of SDG Tracker, transferability to the other countries and future possibilities have been 
emphasized in terms of advancements of SDG Tracker and achievements of Sustainable 
Development of Bangladesh within the timeframe.    
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1. INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND 
 
SDG Tracker - an integrated data platform for promoting data for decision - has been 
designed and developed by Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics (BBS) in collaboration with 
various government partners for development progress monitoring of Bangladesh. It is an 
online data platform used to precisely monitor and implement activities and initiatives in 
line with SDGs. As a critical role player in integrating development plans and policies, 
Bangladesh’s “SDG Tracker” is also known as the Development Mirror of the country.  
 
Earlier, data for tracking of the MDGs was documented manually during the MDGs era 
for which reports published from the units of General Economic Division (GED) of 
Bangladesh had to be fine-tuned and reports published were not up to sufficient quantity. 
Confusion in data storage and data publication was also a persistent problem. GED often 
published reports at the global scale with making a coordinated approach to Bangladesh 
Bureau of Statistics (BBS) as they authenticates all national data. In resolution to their 
prior problems, the cabinet members sought a proposal to track the progress of the SDGs 
online. Scopes are as follows: 
 

 Collecting and collating data without having hassle  
 Data decentralization across all ministerial and line agencies  
 Reproduction of quality report  
 Accessible for anyone- a data provider and end-user 
 Abundance of data from various sectors 
 Easier for the Whole-of Government for data unification and harmonization  

 

The sustainable development goals (SDGs) are a new, universal set of goals, targets and 

indicators that UN member states use to frame their development agendas and political 

policies over the next 15 years. On 25 September 2015, countries adopted SDGs to end 

poverty, protect the planet, and ensure prosperity for all as part of a new sustainable 

development agenda. The commitment to “leave no-one behind” is a key feature of the 

SDGs. The goals are not considered to have been met if those who are ‘most vulnerable’ 

have not been made inclusive.  

 

Honorable Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina and other head of states met at the United 

Nation Headquarter in New York agreed on a new generation of 17 Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs). Before the SDGs, the MDGs was the first ever global 

blueprint for fighting poverty on such scale. Nevertheless, over time, Bangladesh has 

achieved notable progress in MDGs and also have given Bangladesh hope to achieve 

many more goals towards national development. Bangladesh has pledged to be part of 

the global commitment to implement SDGs with accountability and discretion.  
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After signing the contract in September 2015, The Prime Minister’s Office initiated the 

SDG Implementation and Review Committee under the supervision of the Principal 

Secretary. Initially only 12 ministries were identified and made members of the committee, 

after many revisions presently, twenty ministries are involved in this committee. The 

principal coordinator of SDG affairs who is the head of the SDG Review and 

Implementation committee thought it was necessary to come up with an online system 

which can track the progress towards achieving the SDGs. This notion led to the inception 

of the SDG Tracker which was implemented by Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics (BBS). 

On 20 September 2017, Sheikh Hasina, Honorable Prime Minister of Bangladesh 

launched the SDG Tracker during the 72nd Session of the UN General Assembly during 

a high-level side-event. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig 1: HPM Launching SDG Tracker in UN 

 

2. OVERVIEW OF SDG TRACKER 
 

While experiencing country’s tracking progress 

during the times of the MDGs, Bangladesh 

faced unavailability of timely and quality data 

where in few cases hindered attainment of 

MDG’s targets and or indicators. The purpose 

of SDG Tracker is therefore to create an 

efficient online data repository to accurately 

monitor implementation of various initiatives in 

line with the SDGs, which shall enable efficient 

resource allocation and effective policy making 

for inclusive and sustainable development.  
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2.1 Stakeholder’s description 

 

SDG Tracker is a joint venture of various government stakeholders in terms of 

collaboration, engagement, partnerships, and inclusion. Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics 

(BBS) has developed the SDG Tracker in support with Prime Minister’s office, General 

Economic Division (GED) and ICT Division.  

BBS as the National Statistics Office (NSO), has been coordinating the data management 

connecting all the SDG-related stakeholders, including all ministries, departments, Civil 

Society Organizations, Development Partners are engaged in the process of 

implementation. Here, ICT Division is providing the technical support. The NSO is also in 

the position of coordination in national statistical system to ensure the data quality and 

facilitating the fundamental principles of official statistics mandated by Statistics Act, 

2013. In terms of evaluation, the SDG experts, academia, researchers, CSOs and the 

Development Partners have been playing the key role along with the government. 

 
2.2 Functions of SDG Tracker 

 
SDG Tracker as an integrated development monitoring tool of Bangladesh used to 

measure the development progress of the country. It functions as- 

 

 It functions to track SDGs and other national development goals  

 Portal enables the tracking of year on year progress on each SDG goal 

 Users can create their own visualization according to their necessities 

 Enable predictive analysis for achieving the goals within the set time-frame 

 Tracker currently represents on versions- Bangla, English and Spanish  

 Sets target for the future 

 It functions also as a repository of data for monitoring the implementation of the 

SDG goals 

 

2.3 Users of SDG Tracker 

 

The SDG Tracker is open for all. It can be used by-  

 

 General Economic Division  

 Ministries/Divisions/Directorates 

 Policy Makers 

 Government agencies 

 Private sector 

 Civil society organizations 

 National/International Development organizations 

 UN agencies  
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 Academia 

 Researchers 

 General citizen 
 

2.4 Components of SDG Tracker 

 

The SDG Tracker has two major components:  
I. SDG Admin/Dashboard 
II. SDG Portal 

 
i. SDG Admin/Dashboard: This is an integral part of the Tracker. This is for the admin 
of the department/division/ministry personnel. The dashboard is personalized for each 
government officer from different ministries/division/department according to their 
requirement/responsibility. 
 

● Data Provider 
 
Data providers are assigned for data input on indicators in the assigned time at their 
profile. In the dashboard they find various information regarding data entry where they 
can directly input data. They can also see the list of data that has been previously entered. 
After the data entry procedure they see the data entry status in the dashboard.  
 

● Data Approver 
 

After the data provider entered the data, it goes for authentication to the data provider. 

Approver has a different login ID. The senior of the department or ministry of the 

concerned indicator is assigned as data approver. Their purpose is to confirm and 

evaluate data accuracy.  

 
● Data Publisher 

 

Once data approver verifies the data, it goes to the publisher. Assigned publisher- 

generally the Directorate General of Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics receives a request 

then a committee meeting is held. They check if the data acquirement methodology met 

the standard and the procedure accuracy. If the methodology and standard of the data is 

up to the mark only then the data is approved for publishing. Once approved by the 

publisher, data gets updated on the SDG Tracker 
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Fig 2: SDG Dashboard 

 
ii. SDG Portal: This is the platform of the SDG Tracker which is accessible for all. This is 
primarily for viewing and comparing the indicators of SDGs, MDG and other national 
development goals.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fig 3: SDG Portal 
 
2.5 Features of SDG Tracker 
 
Major features of SDG Tracker are- 

Progress Monitoring: Data are collected electronically through relevant sources based 
on geographical coverage, time and frequency for ensuring effective tracking of progress 
monitoring 
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Data Visualization and Reporting: It visualizes data in multiple tiers and manners (i.e. 
Bar, Column, Pie, Area, Pyramid, Scatter plot, Line Chart, Table, Map etc.) and reflect 
implementation progress overtime 
 

Analytics: Data analytics ensure user-friendly visualization with the use of appropriate 
graphs for specific indicators collected from different NGOs/INGOs/CSOs/Development 
partners. 
 

Government Manifesto/ Government commitment: It synergies indicators across 
development planning agendas & prioritized contextual SDG indicators 
 

Comparative Progress Analysis: It supports correlation/comparison among indicators 
as changes in one indicator affects progress of the other. Besides comparative progress 
analysis is also done among the indicators of remote, rural and urban areas. 
 

National (39+1) Priority Indicators: To ensure Sustainable Development Goals in 
Bangladesh by leaving no one behind in most possible short time, a set of 39 indicators 
has been selected under the instructions of SDG Working Committee of The Prime 
Minister’s Office. Under this indicators, some of the indicators are selected from the global 
Sustainable Development Goals and some of the indicators are selected after 
modification on Bangladesh perspective. All relevant ministries are connected with this 
process.  
 

Global Ranking: Analyses across various Global Indices- represents country rank, 
frequency of publication, yearly comparison, etc. 
 

Resources: SDG Reports, MDG Reports, UN Resolutions on SDGs, M&E Framework, 
SDGs Financial Strategies, Statements, Global SDG Tracking, etc. are there in the SDG 
Tracker. 
 
Constituency Results Monitoring: It ensures informed decision making and planning 
for the constituencies by the MPs.  
 
2.6 Leaving No One Behind:  

 

Since the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development in September 2015 has been 

adopted by 193 United Nations Member States, the world has embarked on a 15-year 

journey with ambition to eradicate poverty, reduce inequalities, and safeguard equal 

opportunities and dignity. This agenda pledges to ensure “Leave No One Behind” 

(henceforth LNOB) and to “endeavor to reach the furthest behind first”. In practice, this 

means taking unambiguous actions to end extreme poverty, curb inequalities, confront 

discrimination and fast-track progress for the furthest behind.  
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Having made significant progress on the preceding Millennium Development Goals, 

Bangladesh has already demonstrated strong commitment towards attainment of the 

SDGs. As the agenda of SDG’s is “Leave No One Behind”, Bangladesh will not be able 

to meet the SDG goals unless specific obstacles faced by marginalized communities are 

addressed. At least 30 million marginalized people are living in Bangladesh with diverse 

categories, cultural identities, races and ethnicities. Through SDG Tracker, Bangladesh 

is keen to ensure no one is leaving behind the development mainstream through ensuring 

disaggregated data and progress tracking of the deprived and vulnerable communities.  

 

3. OBJECTIVE OF THE EVALUATION  
 

At this juncture, the current evaluation attempts to take stock of the effectiveness of the 

SDG Tracker based primarily on the achievements thus far against the objectives, targets, 

beneficiary coverage and broader impact. This evaluation was conducted to assess the 

effectiveness of SDG Tracker in strengthening progress monitoring, data driven decision 

making, effective SDGs results management and better implementation of SDGs in 

Bangladesh. Some other specific objectives were as follows: 

 

 Assess the data availability of SDG Tracker against the Global Indicators 

 Measure the number of users of SDG Tracker 

 Assess the contribution of Tracker in enabling decision making through Data 

Analytics 

 Evaluate the sustainability of the Tracker within an institutional framework 

 

4. METHODOLOGY 
 

The evaluation relied on both qualitative and quantitative nature.  Primary data were 
collected from the government level. Information was collected through 5 key Informant 
Interviews (KIIs) and 5 In-depth interviews (IDIs). The respondents included government 
officials from Prime Minister’s Office, Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics (BBS), General 
Economic Division (GED), ICT Division who were associated with the initiation and 
currently engaged as focal point for the management and operation of SDG Tracker. 
Open-ended questionnaire and checklist were used to conduct discussions with the 
respondents and getting the required data for evaluation. 

 
Secondary data for the evaluation were collected by conducting a desk review of the 

project documents, reports, policy documents, innovation briefs, newspaper, information 

obtained from relevant websites and other relevant documents. 
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5. KEY FINDINGS OF THE EVALUATION 
 

This Evaluation has gathered findings of SDG Tracker followed by its usage, data, 

technical improvement, capacity building, sustainability, etc. in line with SDGs results 

management in Bangladesh. Major findings from the Evaluation of SDG Tracker have 

been categorized as below: 

 

5.1 Findings on Data availability in SDG Tracker 

 

Data is the prime factor of SDG Tracker. It is considered that the more data becomes 
available in the Tracker, the more this Tracker will be effective for SDGs results 
management in Bangladesh. The Evaluation reveals that there are 108 government 
agencies who are responsible either directly or indirectly for providing data to the tracker 
system. Besides, currently 88 data providing agencies are providing data to SDG tracker. 
Till date, 51% indicators (out of the data available indicators) have been updated in SDG 
Tracker. National Priority indicators have also been aligned with SDG Tracker along with 
alignment of Election Manifesto indicators and Five Year Plan. Furthermore, the updated 
status of indicator in SDG Tracker till date is stated in the below table: 
 

Type of Indicator Updated number 

Single Source Indicator 107 

Multiple Source Indicator 125 

Tier III Indicator 34 

New Updated Indicator 44 

Disaggregated Indicators 35 

Table 1: Indicator Status update 
 
Challenges regarding Indicator Data 

 

There are also found various challenges which have been faced for collecting indicators 

data for SDG Tracker. Such as- 

 

 Problems with projected data 

 M&E framework correction 

 Problems with reporting frequency 

 Data is not coming in order to disaggregation  

 Data gap in Multiple source indicator  

 

Way Forward 

 

This Evaluation has also identified some possible way forward for ensuring the availability 

of indicator data in SDG Tracker. Such as- 
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 There should be a common guideline for checking the accuracy of data and update 

status 

 There are lots of issues with M&E framework. These issues must be addressed in 

the National Data Coordination Committee (NDCC) meeting held in each month 

 The reporting frequency, noted in the NDCC template, must be checked 

 Proxy indicators can be used 

 Based on the availability of dis aggregated data, dis aggregations should be added 

in the data providers profile so that they can provide data based on the dis 

aggregated status.  

 

 5.2 Findings on Capacity Building of government officials on SDG Tracker 

  

Capacity development is an integral part of SDG Tracker’s data journey. Various capacity 
building training, workshop, orientation, etc. are conducted by Bangladesh Government 
for the data providers and approvers for effective SDG results management and data 
governance. Findings showed that till date, 7 capacity building training for data providers 
and approvers have been conducted. Through these trainings, 160 government officials 
have been trained and capacitated for providing and approving data in SDG Tracker.  
Along with that BBS cluster focal points have also been connected to related ministries 
regarding capacity building of Data approvers.  
 
Challenges  

This Evaluation has revealed some challenges regarding capacity development for data 

providers and approvers. Such as: 

 

 In some cases, some ministries do not respond to the official letter regarding 
selection of data provider and approver  

 Difficulties in getting available time of the govt. officials for training due to their high 
level of engagement in office work  
 

Way Forward  

 Instruct and push the selected ministries who are not sending the list of data 
provider and approver  

 Organize the events considering the availability of the selected official 
 

5.3 Findings on the usage of SDG Tracker 
 
SDG Tracker is found to be used by significant number of national and international users 
for the purpose of effective monitoring, planning and decision making. Findings revealed 
that a total of 102,244 users have used SDG Tracker till date. In terms of usage, this 
Evaluation exhibited some way forwards for ensuring the increased usage of SDG 
Tracker. Such as- 
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 Ensure the promotion of SDG Tracker for increasing its publicity 
 Conduct sensitization events for the policy makers and relevant officials to use it 

in decision making 
 Include necessary and attractive features in SDG Tracker 
 Update the Tracker to keep track on it, ensure smooth functioning and enhance 

adaptability. 
 
5.4 Findings on contributing to enabling decision making using Data Analytics 
 
SDG Tracker has been considered as a hub of advanced Data Analytics on the key 
thematic areas of SDGs that are available in the Tracker for the decision makers and 
planners. Evaluation revealed that till date 3 Analytics have been developed in the 
Tracker on various thematic areas such as Health, Education and Financial Inclusion. 
Capacity building initiatives for the government officials have been conducted to 
capacitate them for using Data Analytics while taking Data driven decisions. Till date, 8 
data driven projects have been initiated by the government officials using the Data 
Analytics. Besides, awareness has been raised among the policy makers and 
sensitization have been done on evidence-based decision making and data analytics. 
Thus it is empowering the decision makers to take data driven decision for ensuring 
effective SDGs implementation in Bangladesh. The Evaluation also revealed that 20 
ministries have been mapped with diverse sectors (Education, Health and nutrition, 
agriculture, etc.) for developing Data Analytics. Institution-wise infrastructure data has 
been collected from BANBEIS for upcoming Data Analytics. There are also 8 Data 
analytics initiatives are ongoing through Data Driven Decision Making project (D3M) in 
collaboration with e-Governance Leadership Centre Singapore. 
 
Way Forward 

For ensuring the greater contribution in enabling decision making using Data Analytics, 
this Evaluation has identified some way forwards. Such as- 
 

 Engage skilled manpower on Data analytics and Insights 
 Institutionalize the Culture of evidence-based decision making and policy 

formulation among the government offices 
 Take short & long-term planning based on data insights 
 Enhance efficient resource management 
 Improve the delivery of public service through Data Analytics 

 
  

5.5 Findings on the Whole of Society Approach for the improvement of SDG Tracker 
 
To ensure the Whole of Society Approach for the improvement of SDG Tracker, needs 
assessment have been conducted by the Government through consultation workshop 
covering policy makers, government officials, civil society, NGO officials, academicians 
and researchers to identify their needs in terms of tracking and monitoring SDGs. 
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Along with that Desktop research has identified different types of user and specific user-
based assessment of SDG Tracker, the issues related to technical improvement and 
visualization of the SDG Tracker and assessed the best practices globally and identified 
practices suitable in our country context for the SDG Tracker. Findings revealed that till 
date 12 Consultation workshops on Needs Assessment of SDG Tracker have been 
conducted. Out of this, 3 workshops that have been conducted in BBS reached and 
sensitized 52 data focal ministries, 3 workshops in Public University and 1 private 
university assessed the needs of Academia and 5 workshops in the district level assessed 
the needs of government people and Civil Society. In terms of Desktop research, it has 
been conducted involving five public universities of Bangladesh through which user 
specific requirement, technical improvement issues, etc. have been identified for the 
betterment of SDG Tracker. The following diagram shows the approaches of needs 
assessment of SDG Tracker- 
  

  

Fig 4: Whole of Society Approach 
 
5.6 Findings on ensuring Leaving No One Behind through SDG Tracker 
 

This Evaluation exhibited that SDG Tracker is an integrated data platform which guides 
the govt. agencies to identify the vulnerable groups from different perspectives and take 
initiatives in response to the vulnerability. SDG Tracker visualizes data of each SDG 
indicators with all kind of disaggregation which helps to identify the vulnerable groups and 
pocket areas for improvement. It is supporting the government in ensuring an inclusive 
development through providing disaggregated data in terms of gender, region, age, 
disability, ethnicity, education, occupation, etc. Disaggregated data has been visualized 
in the Tracker for guiding the policymakers to initiate response plans for the vulnerable 
groups. Evaluation findings revealed that the analysis and visualized proportion of the 
population with a bank account in the Tracker has indicated the situation of female in 
terms of their access to bank account and financial services.  
 

1. BBS 
 Policy Makers 
 Government Officials 
 NGO Officials 

2. University of Rajshahi (RU) 
 Academicians and Researchers  

3. Shahjalal University of Science and 

Technology (SUST) 

 Academicians and Researchers  
4. University of Dhaka (DU) 

 Academicians and Researchers of 
Public and Private Universities of 
Dhaka 

5. District Level Workshops at Rangamati, 
Satkhira, Naogaon, Patuakhali and 
Sunamganj 

 Government Officials 
 Civil Society People 

1. Shahjalal University of Science and 
Technology (SUST) 

 Department of Political Studies 
2. University of Dhaka 

 Department of Development 
Studies  

 Department of Peace and 
Conflict  

 Department of MIS  
 Department of Anthropology 

3. University of Barishal 
 Department of Sociology 

4. Begum Rokeya University  
5. Jahanginagar University 

 Department of Public 
Administration  

SDG Crash Programme (Desktop 
Research) 

  

Consultation Workshops 
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5.7 Findings on the Sustainability of SDG Tracker 

 

SDG Tracker has structurally been found in a very sustainable position in terms of 
effectiveness, collaboration, implementation and partnership. Findings showed that the 
following steps have made SDG Tracker sustainable over time: 
 

 Formation of an SDG Cell at the National Statistics Office for data, methodological 
and statistical support to the agencies 

 Getting suggestions from SDG experts, academia, researchers, data scientists 
regularly 

 Assigning of data focal at all the relevant agencies 
 Capacity development of the data providers, approvers and relevant agencies 
 Integration of emerging technologies into the platform for effective data 

management, i.e. D3M, R Studio, Tableau, etc. to make the system up-to-date 
 Rigorous and comprehensive assessment of needs and demands of the 

stakeholders from this platform 
 Engaging relevant all the stakeholders following the whole-of-society approach 
 Strengthening the capacity of the data relevant agencies including the National 

Statistics Office (NSO) to ensure regular data flow 
 Upgrading the system time to time to keep it dynamic for its users as well as 

address the changing demands of the country as well as the globe 
 Policy on assigning data and SDG Focal Point at each of the agencies of the 

government 
 Formation of the National Data Coordination Committee (NDCC) for coordinating 

with the relevant agencies in the national statistical system (NSS) for SDG Tracker 
 

5.8 Overall Contributions in achieving SDGs agenda 

 

 SDG Tracker tracks the progress of all 17 Global Goals, 169 Targets and 232 
unique Indicators, and even beyond SDGs considering national priorities 

 Data are collected electronically, visualizations are done in multiple tiers and 
manners reflecting implementation progress over time 

 Availability of the advanced-level analytics on the key thematic areas of SDGs for 
the decision makers 

 Empower the policymakers, govt., private agencies, academia, researchers and 
all stakeholders track year on year progress against each target based on 
evidence 
 

5.9 SDG Tracker and its transferability 

 

Bangladesh Government is keen to transfer the knowledge and ideas to those countries 
who lag behind the implementation of SDGs in their country. This Evaluation showed that 
Bangladesh is in progress to transfer SDG Tracker in Peru and within a short time it will 
be done. Bangladesh govt. is working closely with 12 other countries to transfer it.  
 



Evaluation Report of SDG Tracker 2019 

18 
 

Dr. Shuchita Sharmin  
Professor, Department of Development Studies  
University of Dhaka 

Besides, for ensuring the effective SDGs implementation of 16 Small Island countries of 
the Pacific region, discussion has started to transfer the SDG Tracker. To make this 
transfer operative, Government is following various strategies such as demonstration of 
the platform, development of knowledge products, explore through South-South 
Cooperation, etc. 
 

6. DISCUSSION 
 

This evaluation exhibits that SDG Tracker is a powerful and innovative tool for ensuring 
inclusive development having wider scope of inducing correlation among multiple 
indicators, target setting and progress tracking, disaggregation of all available data, SDG 
localization, etc. It is also linked to the Government’s national development plan, priority 
indicators, Manifesto, etc.  
 
This Tracker’s data journey from its dashboard to portal anticipates data culture to data 
revolution through creating evidences. Dashboard is enabling individual 
ministries/divisions and agencies to provide, approve and publish data for each SDG 
indicator drawing up analytics to get visual comparison. Here data are collected 
electronically, visualizations are done in multiple tiers and manners reflecting 
implementation progress overtime.  
 
Besides the portal is empowering policy makers, govt., private agencies, academia, 
researchers, etc. to track year on year progress against each target and create required 
visualization. It has brought data revolution in Bangladesh at the heart of co-creating 
evidences. The analytics developed from the statistics of the Tracker is helping policy 
analysts to take development decisions. Furthermore, the initiation of both descriptive and 
inferential statistics by the SDG Tracker ensures reflection of understanding data and its 
variability across all agencies centrally transforming from silo to whole-of-government. 
Also, SDG Tracker is helping to analyze dense dataset for creating insights that benefits 
the community at large and also the government in achieving their goals.  
    

7. MAJOR CHALLENGES AND LESSON LEARNED 
 

SDG Tracker has been found to be the central platform for SDG progress reporting at the 
national and international level through data dissemination. It aims to decentralize the 
data management, strengthen data governance for SDGs. It guides the government to 
take necessary actions based on evidence and visualize the country progress in all in a 
live dashboard. Thus, this initiative also envisages to make the progress tracking 
transparency and strengthen the data ecosystem for SDGs. However, there have been 
gathered some challenges and lesson learning of while conducting the Evaluation of SDG 
Tracker. Both are discussing below- 
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In terms of challenges, it has been identified that- 

 

 Shortage of skilled manpower on Data Analytics   
 There are various indicators for each goal, but yet there are not enough data 

available for all indicators  
 Multiple data sources for each indicators make it cumbersome for verification  
 Challenges in Tier-III methodology is yet not available for inclusion into the 

system  
 Non-availability of baseline data creates barrier in comparability issues  
 Administrative data are not updated for which data inflow/frequency weakens 

overtime  
 

The lesson learned followed by this Evaluation are- 

 

 Consultation workshops played effective roles in sensitizing relevant 
stakeholders 

 Sensitization and capacity building of the govt. officials lead to establish the 
culture of data in the govt. offices 

 Partners helped in leveraging expertise   
 

8. OVERALL RECOMMENDATIONS  

 

SDG Tracker is an integrated platform for the development monitoring and progress 

reporting of the country in achieving sustainable development. For the improvement of 

SDG Tracker, the major recommendations have been identified and set forth as below- 
 

 Need assessment/consultation: It is a regular part for keeping pace with the 
continuous improvement of SDG Tracker. Regular needs assessment and various 
consultation is required to advance the SDG Tracker to increase its user and effective 
SDG results management   

 

 Capacity building: Capacity building of the data providers, approvers and publishers 
needs to conduct time to time to enhance their ability and contribute strongly SDG 
results management by reducing all the challenges 

 

 System update: Regular system update of SDG Tracker is necessary to keep track 
on it, ensure smooth functioning and enhance adaptability 

 

 Data management: Data management is another vital one which needs to regularly 
manage. Regular data management process is essential to ensure availability of data, 
reliability of data as well as ensure data for development 
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 Coordination among Stakeholders: Coordination is pivotal among the stakeholders 
on a regular basis for the betterment of SDG Tracker in relation to data, capacity, 
technology and user perspective  

 

 Others 

 

- User-friendly visualization using appropriate graphs for specific indicators needs 
to be incorporated 

- Resource section of SDG Tracker should be enriched with SDG related documents 
- Public user registration system should be created 
- Knowledge of SDG Tracker should be fostered and exchanged globally 

 
9. CONCLUSION 
 

SDG Tracker impacts on the improved decision making with the use of analytics, 

visualization and progress reporting. It has ensured leaving no one behind through 

disaggregated data and tracking progress of the deprived and vulnerable groups for 

effective development planning. Connecting all the dots of being usefulness, improved 

usage, enabler and integrating institutionalization, SDG tracker has become a platform 

for the best use of data for tracking indicators, policy decisions and knowledge sharing. It 

has enabled the citizen of Bangladesh to head back from a centralized state to the local 

provider (union/upazila/district level) on a real time mode.  SDG Tracker has resulted in 

integrating institutionalization through data decentralization, reducing hassles for data 

into a single repository and making it open for all. Furthermore, the strong institutional 

landscape of SDG Tracker has also been noticed remarkably having effective policy, 

action plan and sustainability initiatives. 

 

     
 

 

 

 


